Counter-Information Calendar: Halloween  31 October – 2 November 2005
We are so familiar with these dates and as Christians we are (hopefully) aware of the negative spiritual impact of this social festival.  Here is some information about Halloween.

Origins

Halloween is one of the oldest holidays with origins going back thousands of years. The festival we know as Halloween has had many influences over the centuries, from the Celtic festival of Samhain to the Roman's Pomona Day, to the Christian holidays of All Saints and All Souls Days.

The Wheel of the Year was seen to begin at Samhain, when summer officially ended on October 31, the pagan Celtic New Year, when the veil between the worlds of life and death stands open. Samhain is a festival of the dead and it is a time when the boundaries between this world and the negative spirit world are lifted through ritual and sacrifice.  The ancestral spirits were worshipped, particularly through the cult of the severed head.  The head was regarded as the seat of the soul or the centre of spiritual power and consequently heads were often taken as trophies of war by the Celts.  It was a three day festival.  Today this is preserved through the heads, skulls and skeletons of Halloween, providing a direct spiritual link with former pagan worship.

When the Romans invaded Britain they brought with them many of their festivals and customs. One of these was the festival know as Pomona Day, named for their goddess of fruits and gardens. It was also celebrated around the 1st of November. After hundreds of years of Roman rule the customs of the Celtic's Samhain festival and the Roman Pomona Day mixed becoming one major festival.

The next influence came with the spread of the new Christian religion throughout Europe and Britain. The word itself, "Halloween," actually has its origins in the Catholic Church. It comes from a contracted corruption of All Hallows Eve. November 1, "All Hollows Day" (or "All Saints Day"), is a Catholic day of observance in honour of saints.  In the year 835 AD the Roman Catholic Church made November 1st a church holiday to honour all the (dead) saints. This day was called All Saint's Day, or Hallowmas, or All Hallows. Years later the Church would make November 2nd a holy day. It was called All Souls Day and was to honour the dead. It was celebrated with big bonfires, parades, and people dressing up as saints, angels and devils.

The Halloween that is celebrated today includes all of these influences, Pomona Day's apples, nuts, and harvest, the Festival of Samhain's black cats, magic, evil spirits and death, and the ghosts, skeletons and skulls from All Saint's Day and All Soul's Day 

Spiritual Implications

This festival is what is known as a spiritual lease extension, where one generation passes onto the next generation the spiritual pact made with the enemy (see Twilight Labyrinth for more information on this).  The tragedy is that thousands of people, including Christians, have no idea of the negative spiritual effect the annual celebration of Halloween has on the spiritual climate of our nation, our communities and most importantly on our children.  Parents up and down the country actively encourage their children to dress up as witches, wizards, the living dead (Zombies etc), to ‘trick or treat’ and watch ghost films or other films with covert evil supernatural content.  The phenomenon of Harry Potter, Buffy, and Sabrina, the teenage witch, have all added to the ‘street cred’ value of being cool at Halloween time and dabbling into the occult.  The enemy has been clever in syncretising the pagan and Christian observances together so that now many Christians would think it extreme to ban celebrating Halloween.


At this time of year also there is often an increase in child abuse.

Prayer Guide Points

· Break and renounce continuum with pagan past through repentance of idolatry

· Call upon God’s mercy throughout the three days of Halloween

· Pray that the veil will be lifted from the eyes of the nation’s families 

· Pray for the extra protection of our children from evil at this time

· Arrange different social activities for your own children at this time so that they don’t feel that they are being left out.  This was done to great effect in Hemet, California, where transformation has taken place (see Transformations I video).

Related Dates

I believe this evil season goes from October with the start of Ramadan  - this year from 5 October for four weeks. It continues with Samhain from 31 October to 3 November, the pseudo Christian festivals of All Hallows and All Saints on 1 & 2 November and continues through to Remembrance Sunday on 11 November.  Finally there is the Hindu festival of Diwali which starts this year on November 1 for five days.
All three festivals – Samhain, Ramadan and Diwali – celebrate a new ritual year and it is a time when the portals between the natural and supernatural worlds are exceedingly thin.  It is a time of great empowerment. It is also an extended time of worship of the dead which ends with the day long Remembrance Sunday observed at a national level in UK and internationally within Europe.  Roger Mitchell more than anyone else I know has a deep understanding and excellent analysis of the meaning and symbolism behind this particular day.  This year he has suggested an excellent prophetic sign to counteract this practice which he has called: GOD’S STRANGE ACT.  I include it after this briefing.

It is so important that we pray and act.
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GOD’S STRANGE ACT: an initiative for November 11th 2005

1. The importance of the date.

November 11th 1918 marked the end of the First World War.  After the war, memorials were erected where ceremonies have been held to remember those who died in that 1914-18 war.  The names of soldiers that have died in subsequent wars, and especially the Second World War, have been added to those memorials and the ceremonies have continued until now.  Most of those who erected the memorials and instigated the ceremonies were motivated by a genuine desire to honour the memories of the soldiers who died. However the reality is that the First World War was between the two greatest missionary-sending nations of the time, but the basic motive was ‘Whose Empire is the greatest?’ It is a one of the greatest sins of the European fathers and it needs repenting for.

2. The ‘Moab’ stronghold. 

In 2 Kings 3: 26-27 we read of the action of the king of Moab and its effects:

“When the king of Moab saw that the battle was too fierce for him, he took with him 700 men who drew swords, to break through to the king of Edom; but they could not.

Then he took his oldest son who was to reign in his place, and offered him as a burnt offering on the wall. And there came great wrath against Israel, and they departed from him and returned to their own land.”
Notice that the wrath was against Israel, not against Moab. In other words, the sacrifice ‘worked’. It accessed occult power and released it against the people of God.  This is the ‘passing of your children through the fire’ expressly forbidden by the Lord (Deuteronomy 18:10).
Many of us have come to understand that this happened in the First World War as the fathers of Europe sacrificed their sons for the sake of their empires. A curse was released against the kingdom of God in the continent that we still experience the effects of. We need to turn our hearts towards our fathers in forgiveness and towards our children in repentance for this so that the curse can be removed (Malachi 4:6).

3. The involvement of Freemasons in the First World War memorials and ceremonies

Many of those who constructed the memorials and who continue to promote the ceremonies are Freemasons (through groups like the British Legion in the UK).  While not all Masons consciously use the sacrifice of the sons of Europe as an offering to the Sun God, Molloch, or the Queen of Heaven his spouse, many do, and there is no question but that Freemasonry has its focus in the occult worship of the sun.  The Freemasons were highly influential in the colonial empires of Europe and in the First World War.  Many memorials are replete with occult and pagan signs (such as obelisks) so loved by the Freemasons.  Some are clearly occult altars symbolising the offering of the dead soldiers to these occult deities.  We believe that these annual ceremonies, with Masonic help, access the death of the sons of Europe as a sacrifice in an occult way that continues to empower the spirit of empire across the western world.

4. Daniel and the interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream

Daniel is one of our greatest Biblical examples of intercession. His life interfaced heaven and earth at the time of the first great empires. The behaviour of Israel’s rulers and people had welcomed the spirit of empire with the eventual and inevitable result that they were themselves exiled into its service.
Almost certainly as a result of Daniel’s intercession, the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar had a dream depicting the process of the coming 4 world empires, generally accepted to refer to the Babylonian, Persian, Greek and Roman Empires.  In the dream, during the time of the fourth empire, the Roman, a stone ‘uncut by any human hand’ was thrown at the feet of the statue, crushing them, and ultimately the whole edifice of empire came down and was crushed to pieces (Daniel 2: 31-45). 
Jesus and his kingdom came in the days of the Roman Empire and began to confront it in fulfilment of the dream.  The history of Europe has been the ongoing history of that confrontation which is only now coming to a climax as Christendom comes to an end. Basically, the spirit of the Greek and Roman empires continued on through Christendom and the European colonial empires.  The end of Christendom will be a good thing if we can also bring to an end the ongoing curse of empire against the people of God brought by the sacrifice of the sons of Europe in the First World War. 

5. God’s ‘strange act’ in Isaiah Ch28

Isaiah speaks into the context of a covenant with death (v15) that commentators refer to variously as an earlier covenant with the Assyrians or a later covenant with Egypt against the latter.  Either way it refers to covenanting with the empire spirit instead of trusting in God and his kingdom and it brings death.  The remedy is the ‘tested stone’ that the Lord places as a foundation in Zion (v16).  This speaks of the coming of Jesus and his kingdom.  God’s intervention with this stone cancels the covenant of death (v18) and is described as ‘his strange act’ (v21,KJV).
This stone is also prophesied about in Ps 118:22 and quoted in Matt 21:42, Mk 12:10, Luke 20:17 and Acts 4:11.  Described as ‘the stone which the builders rejected’ and that ‘has become the chief cornerstone’ it refers clearly to the cross and resurrection of Jesus that has secured his kingdom forever. We can access this by standing in the gap in repentance and forgiveness. 

6. Our ‘strange act’ of November 11th 2005 

At a meeting of some UK leaders after this summer’s London bombings we were reflecting on the spirit with which the western world powers and in particular the USA, the UK and their allies had responded to terror since the bombing of the Twin Towers in 2001. 
Rather than coming against terror in the opposite spirit of the kingdom of God, with love for our enemies and the prophetic power of the words of our Lord Jesus, western nations, tragically with the support of some western Christians, have relied again on the resources of empire.
Instead of “Father forgive them they know not what they do” the so-called War On Terror and the interventions in Afghanistan and Iraq have demonstrated a dependence on military and economic strength and a willingness to sacrifice the lives of our children in battle. 
We realised that the spirit and curse of empire was still alive and well in Europe and the western world and urgent prophetic action needed to be taken.  
What better way than by inserting the stone of our Lord Jesus and his kingdom into the mix by an act of repentance and forgiveness?  We would do this by encouraging people to place a stone at the foot of war memorials on November11th 2005 beginning with their local memorial.  Hence the ‘strange act’!  Whether you do it on your own or with others, whether you place one stone each or one between a group of you, whether you do it in public or in a hidden way is up to you and the Lord. If you don’t feel free or motivated to do it yourself, please pray for those who do!

Thank you!

ROGER & FRIENDS
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